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THE CONFUSION AT TULPEHOCKEN. 1 

The subjoined leaves from the annals of one of the oldest 
German settlements in the interior of Pennsylvania are herewith 
published, not so much as a direct contribution to the history of 
the incipient stages of the establishment of the Moravian Church 
in America, but as an illustration of the practical difficulties which 
beset Count Zinzendorf in his effort to found an evangelical 
alliance of German-speaking Protestants in the Colony at a time 
when the denominational distinctions of the old world had not 
yet irrevocably rooted themselves in the new. 

Throughout the perusal of these pages it should be remem- 
bered that no confessional church had made any serious and 
systematic effort to adequately meet the religious needs of the 
Germans of Pennsylvania, previous to his arrival at Philadelphia 
in 1742. On the one hand, no well-developed denominational 
organization could claim rights based on priority of occupation. 
Neither classis nor ministerium existed. On the other hand, the 
religious needs of the German settlers were appalling. It was 
estimated that there were about 100,000 Germans in Pennsyl- 
vania, amongst whom not a dozen duly authorized and regu- 
larly ordained German ministers were laboring. Many of the 
original settlers had sought Pennsylvania for liberty of con- 
science, and had brought with them devotional works whose 
perusal ministered to their edification. But, after the death 
of the few pastors who accompanied them, a new generation 
was growing up devoid of the ordinances of the Church 
and the benefits of religion. Repeatedly requests for pastors 
had been sent to Halle and to court-preacher Ziegenhagen in 
London. But the German colonists were for the most part poor, 
and could not guarantee satisfactory salaries. In the year 1737 
Mr. Ziegenhagen repeatedly assured Zinzendorf that no minister 

1 The name Tulpehocken is supposed to be a corruption of the Delaware 
Indian Tulpewi — hacki = Land of the Turtles. 
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could be furnished. 2 With it all a number of earnest men yearned 
after a better state of things. Thus Spangenberg, in his report 
on the religious situation in Pennsylvania, as embodied in the 
diary of Marienborn for December 31, 1739, says: 

" Thus there is now a twofold work for the Brethren who shall 
go thither in pursuance of the Lord's will: the Gospel must be 
preached to many thousands who know nothing of it, or who 
have an indescribable hunger for it ; and the awakened who are 
desirous for fellowship must be gathered into congregations. 
And this is not the work for one man, but for many. Moreover, 
there are the Indians, who do not willingly dwell near the Euro- 
peans : for them it may be that the hour of grace has sounded. 
And in the whole country there are few schools, and there is 
almost no one that makes the youth his concern. One may in- 
deed see signs of a waking-up here and there in the land ; and it 
is often not otherwise than as if a wind from the Lord was passing 
through the entire land and bringing all into movement and the 
spirit of inquiry. But since the affair is so extensive every one 
considers himself lacking in ability to take it in hand." 

A number of these men had already banded together for the 
betterment of their fellow-countrymen in Pennsylvania apart from 
confessional lines. Known as the "Associated Brethren of Schip- 
pack," they met every month to study remedies, and maintained 
these conferences until 1740 — Henry and Andrew Fry, Henry 
Antes, Francis Ritter, John Bechtel, John Adam Gruber, Jost 
Schmidt and George Bensel being prominent amongst them. 

With a view to simply promote the kingdom of Jesus Christ 
amongst the Germans of Pennsylvania, Zinzendorf arrived in 
Philadelphia on December 10, 1741. That his undenominational 
purposes might be unhampered by narrower obligations, he had 
resigned his Moravian episcopate at a Synod held in Marienborn, 
in July of that year. Apart from his Moravian episcopal conse- 
cration he believed himself entitled to exercise the functions of a 
recognized clergyman, in virtue of his admission to orders by the 
Faculty of Tubingen on December 19, 1734. Moreover, that his 
rank might not obtrude itself and be utilized as an obstacle to 
Gospel ministry by such who would oppose his work, from his 
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first arrival in Pennsylvania he wished to be known as Ludwig 
von Thiirnstein, thus making use of a subordinate family title 
which he had already employed with the cognizance of the civil 
authorities when traveling from Reval to Riga in 1736. 

His coming was opportune. On December 15 Henry Antes, 
a kindred soul, had issued a call for a general Conference of Ger- 
man Christians of every name, to convene at Germantown on the 
first day of the new year. Seven such conferences were held, 
and in them Zinzendorf naturally took a prominent part. Every 
German religious denomination that had adherents in the Colony 
was represented ; but the project proved a failure. The time 
was not yet ripe. Denominational differences were intensified, 
not allayed. 

In connection with the undoubted sensation which was made 
by the indefatigable efforts of this man of rank, wealth, education 
and talents to promote religion amongst the hitherto largely 
neglected German colonists, and especially on account of the 
pastoral relationship which he assumed towards the Lutherans of 
Philadelphia at the end of May, 1742, after repeated solicitations 
on their part, it was not unnatural that a vacant Lutheran con- 
gregation in the interior, one of the very few existing organiza- 
tions, should have turned to him, and asked his kind offices in 
securing a minister. This was the Tulpehocken congregation in 
Lancaster (now Berks) County, on the frontier of the Indian 
country. Unfortunately for the peace of the Brethren afterwards 
— for this settlement had already been the scene of a bitter 
quarrel — the Count consented, and Gottlob Buttner, 3 well known 
to Moravian readers for his missionary work amongst the Indians 
of New York and Connecticut, was sent thither. 

A somewhat romantic history had been that of these first tillers 
of the hills that slope on the south side of the Blue Mountains 
down to the Swatara and Tulpehocken 4 Creeks. They were na- 
tives of the Palatinate. The Rhine-land had been sorely devas- 



3 Gottlob Buttner was born in Silesia, Dec. 29, 1717 Came to America 
in 1741, and served as Rauch's assistant in Shekomeko, preaching to the 
Indians for the first time on Jan. 1742, and was then ordained by Nitsch- 
mann and Zinzendorf at Oley, Feb. 11, 1742. On Oct. 1, he rejoined Rauch 
at Shekomeko, where he met with remarkable success, but died at the early 
age of 27, on Feb. 24, 1745. 

4 The Tulpehocken Creek empties into the Schuylkill near Reading. 
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tated by the Thirty Years' War and through the ruthless barbarity 
of Turenne. In few countries had Penn's warm-hearted invitation 
to his new Province, coupled with promises of religious liberty, 
given out a more welcome sound. Queen Anne's offer of free 
transportation to her western colonies, and grants of land after 
their arrival, had lured from ten to twenty thousand Palatinates to 
England in 1709. Three thousand of these people had been for- 
warded to New York next year. Many of them received land up 
the Hudson in the region of the Catskills. Some acquired the 
right of settlement from the Indians of the Schoharie country, 
in 17 1 2, prominent amongst whom was John Conrad Weisser, 
the father of the future well-known Indian Agent. Attracted to 
Pennsylvania by the friendliness of the authorities of that Colony, 
a portion of the Schoharie people, placing their effects in canoes, 
under the guidance of friendly Indians, in 1723, made their way 
down the Susquehanna, a perilous voyage of about three hundred 
miles, and coming up the Swatara settled along this tributary of 
the great Pennsylvanian river, and along the Tulpehocken Creek. 5 
And now we let their church officers, in their own person, tell 
the story 6 of the troubles which arose amongst themselves, prem- 
ising further only that Conrad Weisser, who as justice of the 
peace affirmed the verity of their narrative by affixing his signa- 
ture and seal, settled in their vicinity, at Heidelberg, in 1729. 

5 The squatting of the Germans upon the lands along the Tulpehocken 
made trouble with the Indians. At a Council held in Philadelphia with the 
colonial authorities, on June 5, 1728, Sassoonan, one of the chiefs of the 
Delawares, as spokesman claimed that the Indians had ceded and had been 
paid for land only as far as the hills a few miles beyond Oley, and that Tul- 
pehocken lay in the Indian country, saying that the Indians had fields of 
corn standing there when the Germans took possession. James Logan, the 
chief land-commissioner for the Penns, corroborated these claims, and as- 
serted that the late Governor Keith had transcended his authority in inviting 
the Palatinates from New York, and assigning the Tulpehocken lands to 
them. He stated that the land-commissioners had in no way abetted this 
transaction. In 1732, Thomas Penn accordingly purchased the tract from 
the Indians. 

6 We retain the orthography of their Kirchenbuch in respect to proper 
names, varied though it will appear, and translate also as literally as possible. 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE EVANGEL- 
ICAL GERMAN CONGREGATION AT TUL- 
PEHOCKEN, ITS COMMENCEMENT 
AND COURSE. 

In the year 1723, Tulpehockin was first visited and 
settled by Lutherans who formerly lived at Schochari, 
who for the most part were persuaded and made restless 
in their hearts, whilst they still lived at Schochari by 
Bernhard van Dueren, 7 who was there their pastor 
(Lehrer), and who promised these people himself to 
remove to Tulpehockin and to remain their pastor. But 
he only came hither several times and at intervals kept 
the communion and baptized their children, and then he 
went away again to Schochari. There came also a 
pastor named Henckel 8 from Falckner Schwamm to us 
sometimes, and visited us and sometimes administered 
the communion, who advised us to build a church, 
which happened in 1727. Peter Miiller, 9 a Reformed 



7 John Bernhard Van Dieren (Doeren, Duren) is said by Lutheran writers 
to have been a tailor who came with books given him by the Rev. A. W. 
Bcehme, the predecessor of Ziegenhagen in London, as a sort of colporteur, 
but who claimed to be a bona fide minister. In 17 17 he officiated at Scho- 
harie. After creating disturbances in the congregations on the Hudson he 
settled at Raritan, N. J. 

8 Gerhard Henkel served the Lutheran congregation at Falkner's Swamp 
(New Hanover) from the year 1717 or 1718, and also itinerated. 

» John Peter Miiller (or Miller), born 1710 at Lautern, in the Palatinate. 
Student at Heidelberg. Came to Pa. 1730, being sent thither by the Re- 
formed Consistorium of Heidelberg. Pastor of the Reformed Church at 
Tulpehocken. In 1734, he joined Conrad Beissel's order of Protestant 
monks at Ephrata, being known as " Brother Jabez," or " Peter the Hermit." 
A man of extensive scholarship, he had charge of the publishing operations 
of the community, wrote a number of hymns, and translated from Dutch 
into German the "Baptist Martyr-book," " Der blutige Schauplatz, oder 
Marty rer-Spiegel," published at Ephrata 1748. He died in 1796, and soon 
after the Order of the Solitary disbanded. 
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preacher came also to us, and attended to the services 
almost two years (afterwards he joined the Siebentager) . 
Caspar Stiefer 10 who went about the land preaching, also 
came sometimes to us, and also at intervals preached in 
our church, whilst in the meantime we had sermons read 
by laymen (Vorlesen). At length we were desirous and 
determined to call a regular preacher [Lehrer) who 
should dwell with us. And this took place as hereafter 
related in a narrative which was printed, by the congre- 
gation at Bethlehem in the Forks, in the year 1742. 
The title of this writing is, "The Confusion of Tulpe- 
hocken {Die Confusion von Tulpohocken)!' 

Recently there came to hand an English printed 
pamphlet, with the title "A Protestation of the Members 
of the Protestant Lutheran and Reformed Religions 
about the bad Commotion which happened on Sunday 
the 1 8th of July 1742." 

In this same pamphlet many accusations are to be 
found against the so-called Moravian people, who they 
are, and what they are alleged to have done. And 
since amongst the rest, they are said to have raised a 
confusion here around Tulpehockin, therefore we wish 
to set forth for the benefit of those who are desirous of 
knowing about the affair, how the Confusion of Tulpe- 
hockin began and how it continued. For since it is a 
confusion already several years old, these whom one 

IO John Caspar Stoever (or Stiever), Jr., arrived with other emigrants at 
Philadelphia, Sept. n, 1728. He was a cousin of the famous theologian 
Fresenius, one of the bitter antagonists of Zinzendorf. He signed himself 
a student of theology at the time of his landing. Lutheran writers admit 
that his character and conduct can not be regarded as wholly exemplary in 
the first years of his stay in America — as little as the character of John 
Christian Schultze who ordained him. With Kraft he at first strenuously 
opposed Muhlenberg, regarding his claims as arbitrary, but in 1763 was 
received into the ministerium. For many years he lived at Earltown (New 
Holland, Lancaster Co.), performing ministerial acts through a wide sweep, 
of country. 
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calls the new-comers, can not be the cause of it ; but 
who is the author, we will let every one perceive for him- 
self from a most accurate narrative. 

Before we were made aware from outside of a confu- 
sion in religious matters in our locality, and many years 
ago, we were desirous to have with us a regular minister 
{Lehrer) who should preach the Word of God in its 
purity. We thus came to know a preacher who had 
been ordained in London, by name Caspar Liebbeker, 11 
who gave us knowledge of a conscientious minister 
{Lehrer) in Germany, to whom we sent a call in 1733 
attested by the signature and seal of each person. We 
soon after received word that it had been accepted by 
him 12 and that he was on the way in order to come to us. 
Meanwhile, at the instance of the above mentioned 
preacher, Caspar Leibbeker, we built a house for the ex- 
pected minister [Lehrer) during the erection of which 
(6 weeks) he undertook to preach and exhort amongst 
us. And God so blessed his ministrations that the hearts 
of the majority were inclined to him, in so much that 
they would gladly have accepted him as their pastor loci, 
since we thought we could not obtain for ourselves a 
more faithful and better man than he. This the Re- 
formed who then dwelt amongst us, also declared. 

Finally he went away from us to Matetsche, 13 where he 
had his home, but came sometimes and instructed us. 
But after almost a year had passed, we received news 
that our preacher who was coming from Germany died 
at sea. Therefore we unanimously extended to our 
already beloved Caspar Leibbeker a call to become our 

11 Dr. Wm. Mann in his Muhlenberg asserts that Leibbecker, whom he 
calls Leutbecker, was a tailor — a pious layman. He himself claimed to 
have been ordained by the Rev. A. W. Bbhme, the predecessor of Ziegen- 
hagen at the St. James Chapel in London. 

" Said to have been named Bagenkopf. 

13 (Matetscha) near Schippack, some miles south of Providence. 
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regular minister {Lehrer), to further continue to give 
himself to the cure and care of souls amongst us, as our 
special pastor. Now he knew us, and we him, and there- 
fore it happened without difficulty, that he accepted the 
call, came to us, took possession of the house built for 
the minister, and preached his introductory sermon, in 
which he declared how he would conduct himself towards 
the congregation respecting his preaching and adminis- 
tering the Sacraments, and that he intended to conduct 
himself in these things as in God's sight and according to 
his conscience. This took place in 1 734. He also did this 
according to all the ability that the Lord gave him, and 
instructed not only the parents of such children as were 
brought to be baptized, but also the sponsors, with regard 
to the importance of the sacrament of baptism, and also 
indicated to us who was qualified and who unqualified for 
the Lord's Supper, which fidelity the dear God blessed to 
so very many dear hearts that all the congregation rejoiced 
thereat. All things continued to go in their regular 
order, until at length a certain man brought his child 
and wished it to be baptized by him ; and when in ac- 
cordance with his custom, he wished to speak with him 
and to instruct him with regard to it, he perceived that 
the man was drunk, on which account he turned him 
away with earnest words, and appointed another time. 
As appointed, he again made his appearance, but because 
he then found that he was still an unchanged man, he 
could not bring himself to baptize the child. 

This man betook himself to Conestoga, to a certain 
Caspar Stiever, who had been unlawfully ordained in a 
tavern called the Trapp. 14 by a certain deceiver named 
Schulz 15 (who was afterwards imprisoned in Germany as 

14 The Trappe (from Treppe, a stair-case) named from the conformation 
of the locality. Now known also as Providence. 

13 Pastor of the Lutheran Church in Philadelphia, which he organized, 
Sept. 1733 to the Spring of 1734. 
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an evil doer), and desired him to baptize his child, which 
he also granted on condition that a man should meet him 
on the bridge then called Tulpehocken bridge at twelve 
o'clock on an appointed day, who should thence guide 
him by the rear of the plantations to the house where the 
child was that should be baptized. A man accordingly 
went to the place appointed, and waited for him. But as 
Stiever came by another road and so missed this place, 
and came by another way, he was recognized at Michael 
Emerich's house by the man who had first recommended 
him, and by him brought to the desired place, where he 
undertook to baptize the child, without giving the regular 
pastor loci information about it and without inquiring 
into the circumstances. 

This was now the first intervention on the part of 
Caspar Stiever, and the first occasion for the Confusion 
of Tulpehockin ; for since our real pastor aimed at sound 
Christianity and a pure walk, others who were dissatisfied 
and preferred to remain in their old way, soon joined the 
man previously referred to. 

This opportunity Stiever now made use of for himself, 
and in order to gather a following, held meetings for 
them, first in a barn, and then after a time sought to 
come with his people into the church to preach there ; 
and in this he succeeded the more rapidly because our 
pastor was a lover of peace, and preferred to give up his 
rights rather than hear nothing except abuses. Shortly 
afterwards it appeared that more was involved, and that 
the possession of the church was in question. For when 
we put a lock on the gate in front of the church, to keep 
the cattle from entering the graveyard as formerly, it 
was broken by his people. And when we put another 
in place, they cut another entrance, which is still to be 
seen, just as if we wished to keep them out of the grave 
yard. Meantime our pastor continued to preach some- 
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times in the church, when we were without a tumult: but 
sometimes he had to vacate it in order to prevent a 
tumult, till at last by unheard-of abuse and scurrility 
Stiever so urged on his people, that we were quite put 
out of the church, and had to have our services in the 
minister's house. 

So it continued for a time, during which we took 
counsel in part among ourselves and in part with other 
persons of judgment, as to how such confusion and 
dreadful sowing of wrong could be brought to a peaceful 
end. 

So at last it came to pass that it was suggested to refer 
the whole matter for advice and settlement to magistrate 
William Webb, 16 who held the whole power over the land 
where the church stood. Two of us were dispatched to 
him at our own expense and acquainted him with the 
whole course of events. Whereupon, on January 22, 
1735, he sent a written warrant, 17 which gave Caspar 

16 Of Kennett Square, Chester Co., Pa. 

17 For Casper Liebecker at Tulpehocken in Lancaster County these : 

January 22, 1735-6. 
Loving Friend, 

Caspar Leibecker, upon the application of Leonard Read and Michael 
Sheaver in relation to a difference happening amongst the people belonging 
to the society of which thou art a Teacher (among them) but it being the 
inclination of the first erecters of the house that it might be kept for the use 
of the Society that first erected it and not to admitt any others of a different 
persuasion & contrary to the mind of your Church- Wardens to come and 
preach there without the allowance of the Minister and Church-wardens 
approved by the people first erecting the same. Therefore I here assure 
you that none shall have any toleration from me for the molesting You 
in the peaceable enjoyment of worshipping God in your own way, and 
that no person whatever presume to take or carry away any part belonging 
thereto, as they shall answer the contrary at their perill if these dissenting 
from You are not satisfied to meet with You, they have the liberty of build- 
ing a house agreable to their mind elsewhere : Therefore give you tolera- 
tion to put a lock on the same and keep possession thereof for the use and of 
the Society of which thou belongs, unless it should stand good with those 
holding the same principles should see meet by general consent to chuse 
another in thy stead. And in order to preserve the peace of the religious 
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Leibbeker sole authority to teach and preach in the 
church, and enjoined upon the party of Stiever to keep 
the peace, until he came hither, to thoroughly investigate 
the case — to which they gave no heed, but continued in 
their course of action as though they had the authority. 

We therefore found ourselves compelled to send two 
deputies more to Mr. Webb, who renewed the former 
warrant with yet another, 18 which Stiever regarded as 
little as the first. Finally Mr. Webb himself came soon 
afterwards to us, for he desired to investigate the entire 
affair. And now, in order to proceed impartially and 
regularly, he took with himself in the church both our 
preacher and the intruder Stiever, seated himself be- 
tween them, and opened his mind to them, that he had 
come to make peace, and they should therefore each ad- 
vance his complaints, and thereupon the other should 
answer in an orderly fashion, that he might see with 
whom and where lay the foundation of this disorder. 

Stiever thereupon began to complain against Leibbeker 
with all sorts of severe accusations, after which Mr. 
Webb desired Leibbeker's answer. He commenced. 

Society, I impower Michael Sheaver and Leonard Read or one of them to 
keep the key thereof for the free uses aforesaid, and that all persons coming 
in a peaceable manner agreeable to the Minister and Church-Wardens may 
have free access to and worship in the house erected and appointed for that 
purpose as also to bury their dead in the grounds thereto belonging. The 
which power of keeping the key thereof is to be observed as above untill 
further orders from me or the gentleman for whom I am concerned. To 
conclude with kind Love to thee thy assured Friend. 

W M - Webb. [l. s.] 
7 m ° 14 th 1736. 
18 I authorize & impower Casper Libecker to keep peaceable Possession of 
the house wherein he now dwells until further order given by John Page of 
the City of London Gent, or his lawful Attorney constituted and appointed 
shall farther direct, and likewise that no persons or person presume to dis- 
turb, molest or any ways to hinder the said Lighbecker in the peaceable 
Possession thereof as aforesaid, as they will answer it at their perill given 
under my hand the day and year abovesaid. 

W M - Webb. [l. s.] 
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But scarcely had he spoken a few words when Stiever 
interrupted him, and accused him with many and un- 
heard-of lies, whereupon he was reminded by Mr. Webb 
to consider the object of their coming together. Mr. 
Webb told him to be silent until the other had his say. 
But when he had scarcely commenced again, Stiever 
stood up, and went out of the church scolding and re- 
proaching. Agreeably to his friendly disposition, Mr. 
Webb was even yet not weary, but did his utmost and 
begged him to come back again. However, he could 
not affect him. But Stiever went his way in perfect fury 
with insults and abuses. 

When now the afore-mentioned magistrate Mr. Webb 
saw that nothing could be accomplished in this way, and 
that he could thus bring about no peace, he determined 
to publicly give certain men administration over church 
and land, with instructions how they were to conduct 
themselves in regard to it. Therefore, in the first place, 
he at once took a lock, fixed it to the door, and locked 
the church, and went to his lodging-place, and gave our 
congregation, on Sept 13, 1736, a full and ample power, 1 * 

15 For the Minister Lighbecker and Congregation : 

I William Webb of Kennet in Chester County lawful Attorney of John 
Page Gent n of the City of London do hereby authorize and impower Leon- 
ard Read Frederick Sheaver Michael Read and Michael Sheaver or any 
one of them of Tulpehocken in my stead and place and in my absence to 
keep Possession the key of the Church and the Acres of ground for the free 
Use and Service of religiously assembling to serve God at such days and 
times as may be by the Minister and persons above-mentioned thought 
proper with free access of all persons behaving peaceably when there 
assembled no ways molesting or disturbing Casper Litbecker now the min- 
ister in the exercise of his duty constituted appointed & approved of by the 
Church wardens and Congregation or such other as the Church- Wardens 
and the Congregation shall hereafter approve, with the allowance of their 
minister which said House shall be kept and preserved for the use and Ser- 
vice of the religious Society of the Lutherans amongst whom Casper Ligh- 
becker is now the Minister as also free liberty for the burial of all persons 
disposed to lay their Dead within the said ground untill such time or times, 
as further orders shall be given by the said John Page or his lawfull attorney 
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and appointed in particular Leonhard Rith, Friedricb 
Schaffer, Michael Schaffer, and Michael Rith to see that 
the power was put in execution, and ordered that so long 
as only one of them remained, he should have the key 
of the church, and should allow no one to enter except 
one recognized by him as his minister. Thus by this 
Stiever's misdemeanour was positively prohibited. This 
now caused a dreadful tumult amongst these men, and a 
calumniation after their fashion, which then brought one 
of us, namely Leonhard Rith to the thought, whether 
peace might not be maintained, if we allowed them one 
Sunday a month, on which Stiever might preach, and yet, 
if they agreed, attend our pastor the first three Sundays, 
that they might see we did not love disturbance. We 
opposed him therein, yet brought the affair before Mr. 
Webb, who first of all was surprised at it, and then 
clearly indicated the consequences that would result, as 
it later indeed came to pass. Yet he gratified our wish, 
and under date of Sept. 15, 1736, gave Caspar Stiever 
a formal permission, to enter the church on one Sunday 
in each month, on which day we opened the church for 
him, that he might admonish his people for good. In 
this manner we hoped it would go better, and opened 
the door for him every fourth Sunday. After an interval 
of time, however, he came and wished to enter in addi- 
tion to his permitted time. Then we would not gratify 

constituted and appointed. In Witness whereof I the aforesaid W m Webb 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 13 th day of September 1736. 

W M - Webb. 

I also further direct that if any Person or persons shall hereafter presume 
to molest the minister Casper Lighbecker now approved or hereafter to be 
approved by the Church- Wardens or their Successors and the congregation 
in the discharge of his duty as also to prejudice the Church, Burying ground 
or any Thing thereunto belonging shall be proceeded with according to law. 

Therefore it is desired that all persons may take notice and behave them- 
selves peaceably to avoid further trouble. 

W M . Webb. 
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Trim in his irregular undertaking, but advised him to 
desist. 

Meantime however he determined to reach his purpose 
notwithstanding, and since he did not dare to break open 
Mr. Webb's lock, he determined to cut another door 
with the aid of his people. For this purpose they helped 
a young woman into the church through a window, who 
together with another standing outside the church cut a 
hole with a saw in Stiever's presence, which is a spec- 
tacle still to be seen at the present day. When they 
were ready with this Stiever entered and that same hour 
kept as they called it a service preparatory to the Lord's 
supper, and appointed to administer it to his people on the 
following day. When we came to the church, we found 
that there were already others within, and heard all that 
passed with astonishment (seeing him give the sacra- 
ment to such people). Furthermore they entered the 
church on the next Sunday and on the one following, and 
if Stiever did not preach, they read a sermon, and so we 
with our pastor and authorized services were crowded 
out. 

In such a state of affairs we could not do otherwise 
than resolve to lay our case before the magistrate, and 
to this we were advised by many who had knowledge of 
the affair, and especially by Mr. Webb himself, who in- 
timated to us that the magistrates existed for the punish- 
ment of evil-doers. But our peace loving pastor was 
not of our mind, but admonished us to suffer the wrong, 
and as Christians rather suffer, and hold services in his 
home until the Lord himself should plainly show ways in 
which we might obtain our rights. We followed his ad- 
vice, but to his own great damage ; for instead of peace 
following our yielding, Satan raged more furiously, 
which will appear by what follows : 

We thought we should be able to remain undisturbed 
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at least in the pastor's dwelling, but they sought to enter 
thither also, and actually bloodthirsty designs became 
apparent. 

We will narrate only a few. 

Once during the night, there was heard a great dis- 
turbance before the minister's house, with shooting and 
other alarms, at which however our good minister did 
not leave his bed. Finally, however, his window was 
shattered with great stones in such a manner that the 
stones and glass fell thick upon his bed, and he could no 
longer remain in it. Yet he remained in the house till the 
disturbance died down somewhat. Then he came half dead 
to the house of Leonhard, and told him of the dreadful 
doings, and remained there the rest of the night. On 
the following morning we went with him to his house, 
and found the house room and bed full of glass and 
stones, a cruel and dreadful sight. We determined 
henceforth to guard our preacher by night, and so pre- 
vent by God's grace the murder which we suspected. 
We did this for a considerable time, and when we 
thought the evil was past, we ceased to watch over the 
preacher. Yet after that similar disturbances arose. 

Malice for which nothing was now too dreadful made 
another attempt in a different manner, namely, when we 
on a certain Sunday were holding services in the parson- 
age, and were singing the last hymn, we heard a loud 
report in the front of the room. And when we investi- 
gated we found that in a piece of wood in the stove a 
hole had been bored, which had been filled with powder 
and closed again with a wooden pin with undoubtedly 
malicious design, that it should blow up the stove and 
injure or kill some of the people by whom the room was 
filled. The providence of God had taken care however, 
that the wrong end of the stick had been thrust into the 
stove, so that when it went off, it discharged at the stove's 
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mouth with racket and din. Though an old woman was 
indeed standing nearby, it passed by her side without 
doing her the least injury. 

From this time on, and already a little previous, our 
minister was almost continually sick owing to the many 
frights and frequent anxieties, until his physical weakness 
so much increased, that it was resolved to remove him 
to George Losch's house, the better to nurse him and 
protect him in a measure from further tumultuous and 
riotous dangers of this sort. And there he blessedly 
departed to his Redeemer in the year 1738. 20 

Then we had no minister at all, who cared for our 
souls, and Caspar Stiever did as he pleased. But we 
could in no wise recognize him as a shepherd of souls, 
and remained a few years therefore as sheep without a 
shepherd, anxious how we might obtain a serviceable 
minister, who would once more take the oversight of us 
and our children like our faithful Leibbeker. We in- 
deed took for a few years as a schoolmaster for our chil- 
dren a shoemaker who had come from Germany, but 
did not in that serve our interests and have had poor 
fruit from it. 

Finally the gracious God, in mercy, had thought of us 
forsaken people, and began to answer our desire, after 
we became acquainted with his Grace, Herr von Thiirn- 
stein, in February of this year 1742. After a brief time 
for consideration he directed us to our future preacher 
Gottlob Biittner, whom we received with gladness of 
heart. And now we determined, if it could not be 
otherwise (and we could not keep our right without dis- 
turbance) to lay our matter before the magistrates and 
have it tried. We gave the party of Stiever notice, that 
we had now again another preacher in the place of Leib- 

x Leibbecker was buried by Spangenberg. 
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beker ; if they wished to hear his preaching they were at 
liberty to do so. Furthermore, that we would continue 
to grant them the fourth Sunday in accordance with the 
permit given on Sept 15, 1736. Thereupon we inducted 
our preacher into the church on Sunday Esto mihi, and 
he delivered his introductory sermon, on the gospel les- 
son, and spoke on the sufferings of Christ very evangeli- 
cally, so that we were quite satisfied with him. But he 
had also heard of the disturbance here and the confu- 
sion that had lasted for several years. So he exhorted 
us earnestly to peace, and advised us to yield as much 
as possible, and also added, as he believed, that we were 
the most wrong in the affair, and in spite of our explana- 
tions and representations, he remained of this convic- 
tion, that we were too severe. We were not altogether 
thankful for his expression of opinion, but openly told 
him he must first examine into the matter, for he cer- 
tainly had not sufficient knowledge of the confusion here. 
We knew well enough one way of peace, viz. to join 
Stiever and his people in railing and to abide in our old 
ways. But that would be contrary to our conscience ; 
and so he (our pastor) at last consented to let it pass 
till he further learnt to know Stiever and his behavior. 

Meanwhile he continued to preach to us three Sun- 
days in succession, and Stiever preached on the fourth, 
but ever in such a fashion that instead of one's seeing 
something good come out of it, only new lies and slan- 
ders were to be heard amongst those men. And if our 
minister's preaching was according to the word of God 
(as it approved itself also to the hearts), his people, if 
they had been' in attendance, once more knew how to 
speak of nothing but heresies, Yes we had with our 
own ears to listen to him himself speaking most manifest 
lies about our pastor, and accusing him of the most 
abominable errors, whereas we knew just the contrary. 
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When the slanders began to increase, our minister 
thought we might have intruded ourselves and per- 
haps had no right to introduce him into the church, and 
had thereby aroused Stiever's hate. We sought to re- 
move this idea by showing him our written warrant, and 
added that our dear Saviour had to endure worse abuse 
for his benefactions. But since he found no full and sat- 
isfactory ground in the present circumstances, to our 
great distress, on the 30th of May he publicly resigned 
his ministerial office as Lutheran pastor amongst us, 
hitherto discharged with blessing, and on the same day 
left us after bidding us a friendly farewell. 

We officers (Vorsteher) now at once held a meeting 
of our congregation, and debated what was to be done, 
whereupon we unanimously resolved to call 21 anew our 
preacher who had just left us, and to give him thorough 
assurance of our rights. We informed Stiever's party, that 

" This call is dated Tulpohocken, anno 1742, 30 th May. 

and signed by Johannes Zerbe 

Frederich Gerhart 
Johannes Fischer 
Michael Schoffer 
Hermanus Wallbor 

L6NHART RlT 

Johannes Rit 
Johannes Schoffer 
Jacob Schoffer 
Casper Rit 
Michael Rith 
Frederich Schoffer 
Christian Wal Born 
Hannes Lautermilch 
Wenel Lautermilch 
jorg lesh 
Michael Emerich 
Peter Teck 
Peter Schoffer 
Nicklass Schoffer 
Nicklas Schoffer, Jiinger 
Casper Schaffer. 
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we had some time ago bought the church and parsonage 
and land thereto appertaining, 22 with the intent that our 



23 After having on the 14th day of May, 1742, by the payment of five shil- 
lings leased' the church property for one year from John Page, through his 
agents Wm. Allen, Wm. Webb and Samuel Powell, Jr., the officers of the 
congregation, viz., Michael and Frederick Schaffer, Leonard and Michael 
Rieth, George Losch and Herman Wallborn, on the next day, May 15, 
1742, purchased it outright, as appears from the following deed. 

"This indenture made the fifteenth day of May in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred forty-two Between John Page of Austin Fryers 
London Gentleman, William Allen of the City of Philadelphia in the Pro- 
vince of Pensylvania Esq.] William Webb in the County of Chester in the 
same Province Esq. and Samuel Powell jun'. of the same City of Philadel- 
phia Merchant of the one Part, and Michael Schaeffer, Frederich Schaeffer, 
Leonhard Read, Michael Read, George Lesh and Hermanus Walbone all 
of Tulpehocon in the County of Lancaster in the said Province yoemen of 
the other Part Whereas John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn 
Esq rs true and absolute Proprietaries and Governors in Chief of the Province 
of Pensylvania etc. by Patent under the great Seal of the same Province 
bearing Date the seventeenth Day of September Ao Domini one thousand 
seven hundred thirty five did grant and confirm unto the said John Page 
and to his Heirs and Assigns a certain tract of Land situate on Tulpehocon 
Creek in the County of Lancaster within the said Province by the Meets 
and Bounds in the said Patent mentioned containing five thousand one 
hundred sixty five Acres with all Mines, Minerals, Quarries, Meadows, 
Marshes, Savannahs, Swamps, Cripples, Woods, Underwoods, Timber, and 
Trees, Ways, Waters, Water-Courses, Liberties, Profits, Commodities, Ad- 
vantages, Hereditaments and Appurtenances Whatsoever to the said 
five thousand one hundred sixty-five Acres of Land belonging or in any 
wise appertaining (Three full and clear fifth Parts of all Royal mines free 
from all Deductions and Reprisals for Digging and refining the same only 
excepted) And the said Proprietaries by their said Patent did erect the said 
Tract of Land in a Mannor and named it the Manor of Plumton and did 
further by the same Patent give and grant unto the said John Page and to 
his Heirs and Assigns full Power and authority to erect and constitute within 
the said Manor a Court Baron with all Things whatsoever which to a Court 
Baron do belong to have and to hold View of Frank Pledge for the Conser- 
vation of the the Peace and the better Government of the Inhabitants within 
the said Manor by the said John Page his Heirs and Assigns or his or their 
Stewards Lawfully deputed, and generally to do and use all Things which 
to the View of Frank Pledge do belong and to take and receive all and 
every the Fines Amerciaments and all other Profits which to a Court Baron 
Leet or View of Frank Pledge do belong or may or ought to belong To 
have and to hold the said Tract of five thousand one hundred sixty five 
Acres of Land, Hereditaments, Franchises, Powers, Privileges and premises 
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minister might the more quietly be able to discharge the 
duties of his function, and that every one might have 
liberty to hear him. Stiever we had also allowed to 
preach on the fourth Sunday, since Sept 15, 1736, "if he 
could keep the peace;" and any one who belonged to 
our church might have liberty of burying the dead in our 
graveyard. 

But since we see no possibility of arriving at this so 
very desirable end, as long as Stiever was permitted to 
come into the church, therefore they were hereby for- 

(except before excepted) with their and every of their appurtenances unto 
the said John Page his Heirs and Assigns for ever to be holden of the said 
Proprietaries as of the Seignory of Windsor in free and common soccage by 
Fealty only in Lieu of all other Services Yealding and paying therefore 
yearly unto the said Proprietaries their Heirs and successors one red Rose 
on the twenty-fourth Day of June in every year for ever as in and by the 
said recited Patent recorded at Philadelphia aforesaid in Patent Book A Vol. 
7 Page 264 etc. Relation thereunto being had appears And whereas the 
said John Page by his certain Writing or Letters of Attorney under his 
Hand and Seal duly executed and bearing Date the seventeenth Day of 
February one thousand seven hundred thirty six did make ordain constitute 
and appoint the said William Allen Webb and Samuel Powell each of them 
jointly and severally his true and Lawful Attorney and Attornies for him 
and in his Name to contract for the absolute Sale of and absolutely to bar- 
gain sell and convey to any Person or Persons and their Heirs for the best 
Price that can be gotten for the same all that his said Mannor of Plumton 
as the same is in the said Patent and Letters of Attorney set forth and de- 
scribed, and did further authorize his said Attornies and each of them 
jointly and severally absolutely to bargain sell and convey all his State 
Right Title Claim and Demand of into or out of the said Mannor Land and 
Premises Hereditaments and appurtenances to the said Mannor and Land 
belonging or in any wise appurtaining And for the Purposes aforesaid for 
him and in his name to sign seal and duly execute and deliver any Deed or 
Deeds which may be necessary and as his Acts and Deeds to acknowledge 
the same in any court or Courts or before any Judge or Judges competent for 
enrolling or registering the same or for any other Purpose necessary Giving 
and granting unto his said Attornies and each of them his full and whole 
Power in and concerning the said Premises thereby ratifying and confirm- 
ing all and whatsoever they any or either of them shall lawfully act or do 
therein as in and by the said Letters of Attorney recorded at Philadelphia 
aforesaid in Book D 2, Vol. 2, page 196 etc. Relation thereto had appears. 
Now this indenture witnesseth, that the said John Page by his said Attor- 
nies William Allen, William Webb and Samuel Powell for and in considera- 
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bidden to bring him any more ; but if he came as a 
hearer and made no disturbance, he should not be hin- 
dered, and we desired the conversion of his heart thereby. 
But they might all be permitted to hear the word of 
•God, as often as it was expounded and they desired to 
come. If they thought that in this way we were doing 
them an injustice, they should lay it before the magis- 
trates, but if they, or Stiever, tried to achieve their pur- 
pose by force as formerly, we would apply to the magis- 
trates and make an end to the confusion once and for all. 
A few days later we received word from our preacher 
Gottlob Buttner that he had again accepted our call by 

tion of the Sum of four Pounds and seventeen shillings lawful money to 
them the said Attornies for the use of the said constituents in hand paid by 
the said Michael Schaeffer, Frederick Schaeffer, Leonard Read, Michael 
Read, George Lesch and Hermannus Walbone the Receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged hath granted bargained sold released and confirmed and by 
these Presents doth grant bargain sell release and confirm unto the said 
Michael Schaeffer, Frederick Shaeffer, Leonard Read, George Lesch and 
Hermannus Walbone (in their actual Possession now being by virtue of a 
Bargain and Sale to them made for one year by Indenture bearing Date the 
day next before the day of the date hereof and made between the same 
Parties as these presents) and to their Heirs and Assigns a certain piece or 
parcel of Land Part of the Mannor of Plumton aforesaid Beginning at a 
corner marked Hickery being a corner of Land lately granted to Jacob Capf 
and of Rynier Essels Land thence extending by the said Essel's Land 
South fifty three Degrees West forty six perches and a half to a post in a 
line of the said Leonard Reads Land being a part of Gulielma Fell's Land, 
thence by the same North sexteen Degrees, East thirty seven perches to a 
post, thence by another part of the said Mannor south seventy four Degrees 
East fifty two perches to the place of Beginning containing eight Acres and 
one hundred and sixteen perches together also with all and singular the 
Buildings Improvements Ways Woods Watercourses Rights Liberties 
Privileges Heritaments and appurtences whatsoever thereunto belonging 
and the Reversions and Remainders thereof and true Copies of all 
Deeds Evidences and Writings whatsoever concerning the premises to be 
had and taken at the charge of the said Michael Schaeffer, Frederick 
Schaeffer, Leonard Read, Michael Read, George Lesh and Hermannus 
Walbone their Heirs and Assigns To have and to hold the said described 
piece or parcel of Land Hereditaments and premises hereby granted and 
mentioned or intended to be with the Appurtenances unto the said Michael 
Schaeffer, Frederick Schaefiier, Leonhard Read, Michael Read, George Lesch 



258 

the advice of other evangelical ministers, and woulcf 
come to us as soon as possible. So we continued our 
Sunday services in the Church with singing, prayer and 
reading, until five weeks had passed. He then came to 
our joy, and anew entered upon his office, which he has 
also continued to administer in peace and blessing to the 
present. Meantime we have never permitted Stiever to 
preach, nor are we yet willing to do so, because we have 
never recognized him as a faithful minister. He preaches, 
as we hear, when he is here, in a Reformed church. 

and Hermannus Walbone and their Heirs to the only Use and Behoof of 
them and the said Michael Schaeffer, Frederick Schaeffer, Leonard Read, 
Michael Read, George Lesch and Hermanus Walbone their Heirs and As- 
signs for ever to be holden of the said John Page his Heirs and Assigns as 
of the Mannor of Plumton aforesaid the said Michael Schaeffer Frederich' 
Schaeffer Leonard Read Michael Read George Lesch and Hermanus Wal- 
bone their Heirs and Assigns doing and performing the customs and services, 
of the said Mannor and yielding and paying therefor unto the said John 
Page his Heirs and Assigns the Rent of one red Rose on the twenty-third 
day of June in every year for ever and the said John Page by his said At- 
tornies the said William Allen, William Webb, and Samuel Powel for him- 
self his Heirs Executors and Administrators doth covenant, promise and 
grant to and with the said Michael Schaeffer, Fredrich Schaeffer, Leonhard 
Read, Michael Read, George Lesch and Hermannus Walbone their Heirs 
and Assigns by these presents, that he the. said John Page and his Heirs and 
all and every other person or persons whosoever having or lawfully claiming 
or to claim any Estate, Right, Title or Interest of in or to the said described 
piece or parcel of Land and premises or any part or parcel thereof by from 
or under him them or any of them shall and will at any Time or Times 
hereafter upon the reasonable Request Cost and Charges in Law of the said 
Michael Schaeffer Frederick Schaeffer Leonard Read Michael Read 
George Lesh and Hermannus Walbone their Heirs and Assigns make execute 
and acknowledge or cause to be all and every such further and other Lawfull 
and reasonable Act and Acts, Deed or Deeds, Device or Conveyances in 
the Law whatsoever for the further and better Assurance and Confirmation 
of the said described piece or parcel of Land Hereditaments and Premises 
with the Appurtenances unto the said Michael Schaeffer, Fredrick Schaeffer 
Leonard Read Michael Read George Lesh and Hermannus Walbone their 
Heirs and Assigns under the Rent and subject to the Customs and services 
aforesaid by them or their Councel learned in the Law shall be reasonably 
devised advised or required and the said William Allen for himself his 
Heirs Exec re and Admin rs the said William Webb for himself and his Heirs 
Exec rs and Admin™ and the said Samuel Powel for himself his Heirs 
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This he may do, and we have nothing to say in regard 
to it. 

This is now the manner of the commencement and 
continuance of the unblest Confusion, which has con- 
tinued for several years here, whereby unspeakable ini- 
quity has been caused. 

Now that the Moravian people should lie in ambus- 
cade for so many years behind Stiever and through him 
(for since his coming it first began) should occasion and 
carry on such mischief, is a strange affair, and seems to 
us incredible (for they are known in this land only 

Exec rs and Admin rs do and each of them doth severally and not jointly or 
for another or for the Act or Acts of another, but for their own respective 
Acts only covenant promise and grant to and with the said Michael Schaeffer 
Fredrich Schaeffer Leonard Read Michael Read George Lesh and Her- 
mannus Walbone their Heirs and Assigns by these presents that they the said 
William Allen, William Webb and Samuel Powell nor either of them have 
not done or wittingly or willingly suffered any Act Matter or Thing whatso- 
ever whereby the premises hereby granted or any part or parcel thereof are 
is or shall or may be any ways impeached, charged or incumbered in Title, 
Estate or otherwise howsoever. 

In witness whereof the said Parties to these presents have interchangeably 
set their hands and seals hereto. Dated the day and year first above 
written. 
Sealed and delivered (the said William 

Allen, William Webb, and Samuel 

Powel signing the Name and sealing 

with the seal of their S<* Constituent [ W "' Webb C Li s ^ 

John Page and also sealing with their | Sam - Powel j- l s -j 

own seals) in the presence of us J ■> 

William Parsons 
John Prichard jun. 

Received on the Day of the Date of the within written Indenture from 
the within named Michael Schaeffer, Fredrich Schaeffer, Leonard Read, 
Michael Read George Lesh and Hermannus Walbone the sum of four 
pounds and seventeen shillings being the consideration-money within 
mentioned. Received for the use of the within named Constituent John 
Page. 

Witness to the signing 

W M Parsons Will. Allen 

Jo. Prichard jun. W M - Webb 

Sam. Powel jun r 



John Page [l. s.] 
Will. Allen [l.s.] 
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recently for the first) ; but we will refer it to every one's 
examination, not with the intention of reviving anew 
these in part forgotten things, but because, as they have 
already been brought on the carpet in the above-men- 
tioned protestation, we would represent them nakedly as 
they are. All that is herein contained can be proved as 
thoroughly accurate truths, if necessary, in part by 
records, and in part by yet living witnesses in town and 
country. 
Tulpehocken *« »* "f Aug 1742. 

The Vorsteher of the 
evangelical Lutheran 
Congregation in Tulpehocken. 

In the year 1742, the 16th of August, a writing came 
into my hands, called The Confusion of Tulpehocken, 
in which the deceit of Caspar Stiever with regard to the 
Lutheran Church is described. I therefore according to 
my best knowledge, do testify as an impartial spectator 
during the time the confusion began, that Stiever's pro- 
ceedings were just so as is described in the above-men- 
tioned writing, and that the whole relation contained in 
this writing is truth. 

fsEAL) Conrad Weisser, Justice. 



The circumstantial minuteness of this quaint old nar- 
rative removes the necessity of any attempt to depict the 
peculiar difficulties attending the entrance of the Brethren 
upon this field. Had they come avowedly as propagators 
of the faith and name of the Unitas Fratrum as such, 
and in the spirit of denominational partizans, it would 
have been better for them in the end, from a selfish point 
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of view; for their attitude as inter-denominational and 
undenominational Christian workers, in the event gave 
those an opportunity to step in, who ultimately appro- 
priated the Church hereafter to be built under the direc- 
tion of the Brethren themselves. 

It was as a preacher of the Lutheran trope, or consis- 
tory, of the united activities directed by the " Pennsylvania 
Synod," that Gottlob Biittner had accepted his first call 
to Tulpehocken, and was formally commissioned to enter 
upon this call by Bishop Nitschmann, on April 8, 1742. 
With him was associated John Philip Meurer, 23 as teacher, 
in charge of a school for boys opened on July 4. Owing, 
however, to the needs of the Indian mission at Sheko- 
meko, Biittner was removed in September, and Andrew 
Eschenbach, 24 the evangelist of the Brethren at Oley, 
filled his place temporarily. By this time well-satisfied 
with Meurer, the people of Tulpehocken now request 
that he officiate for them in spiritual things. His license 
as a preacher fulfills their wish on September 5, and for 
a season he unites in his person the functions of minister 
and instructor of the youth, the girls as well as the boys 
being now introduced to the rudiments of learning under 
his guidance. After a visit of inspection had been paid 
by Count Zinzendorf in the latter part of November, 
when he preached on the 24th of the month, from the 
text, Matthew 25 : 6, assistance arrives from Bethlehem 



2 3 John Philip Meurer was born at Ingweiler, Alsace, March 25, 1708. He 
joined the Brethren at Herrnhaag in 1740. In Nov. 1741, at Marienborn 
he was sdt apart as an evangelist in Pennsylvania, whither he came as a 
member of the first sea congregation in 1742. He was ordained on Dec. 9, 
at Tulpehocken, by Zinzendorf, assisted by Pyrlaeus, and served also at 
Donegal, Hebron, along the Swatara, York, Oley, Salisbury and Lynn. 
He died at Bethlehem, April 15, 1760. 

24 Andrew Eschenbach was born at Naumburg on the Saale, June 10, 
1710. He came to Pennsylvania in 1740, to continue Spangenberg's home- 
mission work, making Oley the center of his ministry (see Transactions of 
the Moravian Historical Society Vol. 1, p. 440). He died at Oley June 7, 
1763. 
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to lighten the labors of the incumbent of the dual office,. 
John George Harden 25 and wife being sent to superin- 
tend the school. At this time the Vorsteher of the con- 
gregation are Hermanus Walborn and Casper Rieth. 

Amongst the events of the succeeding year we note 
the convening of a Synod or conference at the house of 
Michael Schaffer of Tulpehocken, on January 9, and the 
return of the Hardens to Bethlehem in September. The 
why and the wherefore of this move, the present deponent 
saith not — there evidently being no question with regard 
to the quality of their material support, even were servants 
of the Brethren's Unity then disposed to haggle about 
such considerations, a trait the farthest possibly removed 
from their devoted lives ; not this, for on January 4 of 
the new year, the well-known George Neisser puts in an 
appearance to do service in that capacity which won him 
fame in places of greater consequence. Again, however, 
the exigencies of the work at large, effect a sudden 
change in the pastorate. Meurer is needed for the itin- 
eracy, apparently in the valley of the Swatara and among 
the hills of Mountjoy. Peter Bohler, now the colleague 
of Bishop Nitschmann, soon takes measures to fill the 
vacancy. Meurer left on the 28th of January. Doubt- 
less Neisser could temporarily exercise double functions.. 
On the second last day of February the superintendent: 
from Bethlehem has his interview with the officers of the 
congregation, and offers them in place of Meurer, 
George Nieke, 26 who being accepted, is duly ordained at 
a Synod held on March 1, at Oley, the churchwardens of 

*s George Harden (or Hardten or Harten) was a member of the First Seai 
Congregation. 

* Geo. Nieke was one of the band organized at Herrnhut to form- a part 
of the second Sea Congregation, and arrived in Pennsylvania in 1743. Ihi 
1746 he was appointed to Menakasy (Graceham) Maryland. The following- 
is a translation of a passage from the old German diary of' the Gfacehama 
congregation, kindly furnished by the present pastor, the Rev. Maurice F. 
Oerter; "About the middle of the year 1746 an ordained minister, George; 
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Tulpehocken and Mr. Justice Conrad Weisser being 
present to lend the support of their approval and sym- 
pathy. Meurer, however, soon returns to Tulpehocken, 
he and Nieke being thereafter for a time associated in 
the charge. 

It appears that after the Vorsteher of the Tulpehocken 
church put an end to the turmoil and confusion occa- 
sioned by the intrusions of Stoever and his party, through 
the purchase of the property from the attorneys of Mr. 
Page,* 7 the adherents of Stoever thus baffled had given up 
the strife and had built a house of worship for themselves 
at a distance of about two miles away. 28 Now, in order 
to prevent the recurrence of like scenes in the future, in 
April, 1744, the purchasers executed a deed of trust, 29 

Nieke, was sent hither from the congregation at Bethlehem, to serve the 
people here with the gospel and school-teaching. From that time on there 
was a division between the Lutherans and Reformed. Nieke preached only 
once in the church; the opposition party closed it against him. So those 
who held with Nieke were compelled to make use of Jacob Weller's house 
for their meetings and school. About that time Jacob Weller and Jacob 
Matthews went to Annapolis, to a gentleman known to them, Daniel 
Delaney, Esq. Before him they laid their trouble, how it had gone with 
their church ; and he was thereby moved to give them — free, gratis — upon 
a freehold deed, ten acres of land for a church and school-house. And so, 
on the third of July, 1746, in presence of the people who had occupied it 
with the Brethren, this piece of land was surveyed for that purpose, and, 
accordingly to the prevailing custom, was named Delaney's Gift. 

1748. About harvest-time their teacher, George Nieke, was recalled to 
Bethlehem, and in his place Bro. George Neisser was sent here." 

Nieke was the third Moravian Arbeiter at Menekasy, Nyberg being the 
first and Herzer the second. 

87 The old Tulpehocken church was situated east of the present Stouchs- 
burg, and was known as " Reed's (i.e. Rieth's) Church," finally Zion Luth- 
eran Church. 

26 Stoever's party built Christ Church, between two and three miles west 
of "Reed's Church," in May, 1743. 

39 For as much as it appeareth by a legal Indenture, dated the 15th Day 
of May 1742 between John Page of Austin Freyers in London Gentleman, 
W m . Allen of the City of Pliladelphia in the Province of Pensylvania Esqf. 
W m . Webb of Chester County in the s d Province Esq. and Samuel Powell 
jun. of the said City of Philad a . Merchant of the one part, and Michael 
Schaeffer, Frederick Schaeffer, Leonhard Rieth, Michael Rieth, George 
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certified to by Justice Weisser, whereby they declared 
that the land, church and school-house should be and re- 
main in the service of the Lutheran congregation, now 
served by the representatives of the Brethren's Lutheran 
Consistory, mentioning Meurer by name as their pastor. 

Loesch and Hermannus Walborn all of Tulpehocken in the County of Lan- 
caster in the said Province of the other part, that a special Contract was 
made, at large set forth and specified in the abovementioned Indenture. 

Know all men therefore by these presents, that though we the said 
Michael Schaeffer, Frederick Schaeffer, Leonhard Rieth, Michael Rieth, 
George Loesch, and Hermannus Wallborn have purchased the said Land in 
our own Names and to our Heirs according to the Custom of the Country 
yet notwithstanding we were all together before unanimously agreed, that it 
should be for the Use of the poor and for a burying Ground for the Evan- 
gelick Lutheran Church, namely that very Church, whereof the Rev d . Mr. 
John Philip Meurer is at present Minister, and Hermannus Wallborn and 
Caspar Rieth legaly elected Wardens We accordingly hereby declare pub- 
lickly, that we purchas'd the abovesaid Land as Trustees for the aforesaid 
Church, and do hereby renounce any Right or Property therein for us and 
our Heirs, that is to say, I Michael Schaeffer do renounce all Right and 
Title for me and my Heirs, I Frederich Schaeffer renounce all Right and 
Title for me and my Heirs, I Leonhard Rieth renounce all Right and Title 
for me and my Heirs, I Michael Rieth renounce all Right and Title for me 
and my Heirs, I George Loesch renounce all Right and Tide for me and my 
Heirs, I Hermannus Wallborn renounce all Right and Title for me and my 
Heirs ; We jointly and severally as aforesaid resign the same to the above- 
said Church. We hereby also promise and bind ourselves and our Heirs, 
that if at any Time any legally appointed Gentleman learned in the Law, 
shall find any Fault or failing in this present Declaration each and every 
one of us and our Heirs will give such further Assurance as shall be thought 
necessary by such person learned in the Law, but at the proper Expense of 

the said Church. 

In Testimony whereof we set our Hands and Seals. 
So transacted the 5th April 1743. 
Signed sealed and delivered by 

Michael Schaeffer, Fredrich Schaffer, 

Leonhard Rieth, Michael Rieth and 

Hermannus Wallborn in our Presence 

Johann Christoph Pyrlaeus Conrad 

Weisser, one of His Majesties Justices 

of the Peace for. the County of Lan- 
caster. 



Michael Schaeffer, [L.S.] 
Fredrich Schaeffer, [L.S.] 
Leonhard Rieth, [L.S.] 

Michael Rieth. [L.S.] 

George Losch, [L.S.] 

Hermannus Walborn, [L.S.] 



Sign'd seal'd and delivered by George Loesch 
in our Presence 

John George Hardten 

John Zerbe. 
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Whilst Stoever's bold maiden had been busy contriving 
a door where the architect of the log church had designed 
no door to be, and since that day, the tooth of time had 
diligently been gnawing at beam and board and shingle. 
It does not surprise us therefore to read, "And forasmuch 
as the aforesaid church being a Log-House and in ruinous 
Circumstances the aforesaid Congregation unanimously 
resolved to build a new Church on the aforesaid Land." 
Prompt and effectual measures are taken. Peter Krieger, 
a member of the congregation and a mason withal, shall 
be Mauermeister, do the actual master-workman's duty 
of erection, whilst Michael Rieth and Michael Shaffer, 
men of experience both of them and alike born in the 
home-land well-nigh half a century ago, shall be the 
building committee. Bishop Spangenberg, who six days 
previously has just organized the congregation at Hei- 
delberg near by, comes to lay the corner-stone with due 
formality. The quaint document 30 deposited within suf- 

3° The following is a transcript of the paper deposited in the corner-stone : 

In Nomine Patris Jesu Christi Dei Ecclesiae, 

In Nomine Christi, omnium Hominum et universi Conditoris et Restitu- 
toris, Dei et Domini, Sponsi Ecclesiae, 

In Nomine Spiritus, Ecclesiae Matris, et omnium Spirituum Numinis 
Supremi, 

FeliciterRegnanteGeorgiosecundo.MagnaeBritanniaeRege, Patriae Patre,. 

Pensilvaniam tenentibus, eaque magna Clementia utentibus, magni Wil- 
helmi Penn Nepotibus, 

Provinciam hanc sapienter gubernante illustri Georgio Thoma, 

Pastoribus Ecclesiae Lutheranae circa Tulpehockin Philipo Maurero, et 
Georgio Nicke, 

Prasente Josepho, ex comissis Episcoporum in Ecclesiis Fratrum, 

Curatoribus Ecclesiae Casparo Rieth et Hermano Wallborn, 

Kal. Apr. anni millessimi septingentessimi quadragessimi quinti post 
natum Christum, 

Fundamenta ^Edium harum sacrarum jacta sunt. 



Faxit Deus noster clementissime 

Ut Gloriae Divinae et hominum saluti iisdem serviatur 

Usque ad Monarchiam Jesu Christi sempiternam, 

Ex cujus- vulneribus omnis nostra salus pendet 

Et cujus sanguinem in ccelo praedicabimus 

Postquam orbis universus igne consumatus fuerit. 
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ficiently sets forth the peculiar two-fold position in which 
Spangenberg believed himself to be standing — a bishop 
of the Unitas Fratrum and at the same time a Lutheran 
divine. 

In June Nieke's connection with Tulpehocken ceases, 
and Meurer is left in sole charge. Throughout the 
months of sowing and harvesting work is busily advanced 
at the new church, built of free-stone. The fair Indian 
Summer sees its completion. About two hundred per- 
sons participate in the festive and solemn consecration, 
on December i. Abraham Reinke delivers a brief ad- 
dress on Rev. 1:13. Spangenberg offers the prayer of 
dedication and preaches a discourse. Meurer follows 
with closing words. Then he and Reinke distribute the 
elements, as the Holy Communion crowns the happy 
solemnities of the memorable day. Incidentally we are 
told that the participants come forward in Lutheran 
fashion, the distinctively Moravian ritual not being em- 
ployed. 

Meurer's pastorate finally ceases on March 6, 1 746. 
He removes to Donegal. It had not been wholly a bed 
of roses for the good brother. The aggressive attempts 
of Kraft 31 and Stoever 32 and public disputations on the doc- 



31 Valentine Kraft, who had come to America after having been dismissed 
from his charge in Zweibriicken, had made an attempt to found a consistory 
in 1742, previous to Muhlenberg's coming, but was discredited by the latter. 
He formed a third party in the Confusion at Tulpehocken by gathering about 
him certain of the adherents of Stoever, people who claimed rights in Christ 
Church. Later he and Stoever joined forces against Muhlenberg and his 
ministerial associates. 

32 Good Brother Meurer's annoyances by reason of discussions forced 
upon him by these men may be judged to have been very trying from a 
report of his sent to Philadelphia in November 1742, and printed in Vol. 2 
of the Biidingische Sammlungen (pp. 832 and foil.). We translate the fol- 
lowing extract as bearing upon the narrative of the " Confusion " : " On the 
^j-th the aged Lutheran Pastor Krafft preached in the Reformed Church, 
and once more installed Stiefer after his congregation had obligated them- 
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trine of sanctification with Pastor Tobias Wagner, 33 held 
in 1 744, must have served to give more than that variety 

selves for another year, and said that Stiefer would reform, having made this 
promise to him ; that he desired the forgiveness of all whom he had injured 
or opposed, and acknowledged that he had done wrong. In the evening 
the old Pastor came with Caspar Stiefer and one of his Church officers to 
Michal Rieth as one of my Church officers, to seek to mediate between both 
parties, mine and that of Stiefer, that they might once more be united. But 
Michael Rieth as my churchwarden in the presence of Stiefer declared to 
the old Pastor all the tricks and evil deeds said to have been performed by 
Stiefer, and said that they would have nothing more to do with him, that 
they had heard enough of his disgraceful abuses, and how he had set the 
people in strife. And telling one thing after another, he said to Stiefer, " Is 
it not true , did you not do so and so ? " He had to admit and assent to 
everything; and Stiefer's churchwarden, testified that it had been so. At 
last Michael Rieth, as my churchwarden said that there were so many 
affairs, that it would not be possible to tell them all. He might read them 
in print. With that he handed the printed " Confusion from Tulpehocken" to 
the old Pastor Krafft. There he might read it all. Then Stiefer broke in 
and said he wished to have it read aloud. And the whole printed account 
•was read. He assented to all except the following points : First, that Caspar 
Leitbecher had been ordained in London. He said, it was not true. Michael 
Rieth replied : " So we heard," and called on Balthasar Anspach, Stiefer's 
•churchwarden, to testify, who also said " So we heard." In the second 
place, Stiefer denied that he had been ordained in the tavern at the Trappe. 
Stiefer said, it had taken place in the barn. In the third place he declared 
that when he had the hole cut in the side of the church, he had not entered 
it the same hour, but next day. In the fourth place, that it was not true that 
he had left the church with abusive language when Mr. Webb tried to make 
peace. Michael Reith however appealed to Balthasar Anspach, Stiefer's 
own churchwarden to corroborate the account in every point, and he de- 
clared with reference to it all, that such was his understanding of the affair. 
After several hours of interview the old Pastor desired to know when he 
might obtain an opportunity to speak with me. My churchwarden, Michael 
Rieth, said that if he desired it, he would let me know. 

Next morning two hours before daylight Michael Rieth came to me (since 
the old Pastor and Stiefer wished to set out for Canistoca (Conestoga) at ten 
o'clock) and asked me if I would come to the old Pastor. I said, I had no 
objection." [Meurer took to this interview his various church officers as 
witnessss, Michael Rieth, Caspar Rieth, Leonard Rieth, Hermanus Wall- 
born and George Losch. The interview lasted more than three hours, but 
as might have been expected no agreement was reached, when Kraft and 
Stoever made demands upon the church-property.] 

33 Muhlenberg who was invited to Tulpehocken in 1743, introduced as 
pastor of " Christ Church " the Rev. Tobias Wagner, great-grandson of the 
theologian Tobias Wagner who had been Chancellor of the University of 
3 
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which is considered the spice of life, to the remote hamlet 
on the Indian frontier of the Colony, in a day when men 
could scarcely differ on religious questions and refrain 
from regarding such disagreement as a sufficient reason 
for personal animosity. 

Now followed an interval of several months, during 
which the Tulpehocken people were left pastorless, an 
unfortunate state of affairs under any circumstances, and 
especially so where elements calculated to promote dis- 
sention were not wanting. The memory of the former 
confusion was too recent, not to speak of the strained 
relations known to exist between the Brethren and their 
German co-religionists elsewhere, to forbid anything else 
than the awakening of grave fears, should this vacancy 
be much further prolonged. The reply of Christopher 
Pyrlseus, 34 in the name of the authorities at Bethlehem, to 
the two Vorsteher of the congregation, under date of 
June 19, fully recognizes the evils of delay. He accord- 
ingly proposes to them as their future pastor John 
Brucker, 35 who has served as missionary amongst the ne- 
groes of St. Thomas for three years, and who came to 
Bethlehem during the previous year, where he has since 

Tubingen in 1680. This assistant of Muhlenberg arrived in Pennsylvania 
in 1743, via Maine. His sermonizing proved unattractive, and his people 
declared their inability to support him. In 1745 he became pastor of 
Mosellen Church, in Berks Co. It was on April 22 of this year that he 
united Muhlenberg in marriage with Anna Maria Weisser, Conrad Weisser's 
daughter. At Easter 1746 he removed to the vicinity of Reading. In 174& 
he found a home at Earltown (New Holland) and in 1751 at Lancaster. 
Returning to Germany in 1759, he died there in 1775. 

34 Pyrlaeus. See Vol. IV, of the Transactions, p. 173. 

35 John Brucker came to Pennsylvania with the first sea congregation in 
1742. From 1743-1745 missionary on St. Thomas, Danish West Indies, having 
been ordained by Zinzendorf at New York in January 1743. In 1746, pastor 
at Tulpehocken. From 1754 to 1764, the first resident missionary on St. Jan, 
Danish West Indies. More than 300 negroes were baptized during the ten 
years of his labors there. In 1764 he went to St. Thomas to recruit intend- 
ing to return to America, but there being a lack of missionaries on St. Croix, 
went thither instead to assist, and died there next year, Nov. 8. 
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been employed as a teacher in the school. He warns 
them, indeed, that Brucker's services cannot be guaran- 
teed for any definite length of time, since he may be 
called away on short notice, if it is perceived that he can 
be more useful elsewhere. And he further stipulates 
that in the conduct of the school the new pastor shall 
have a free hand, save that the Vorsteher shall serve 
as a school-board and formulate the rules according to 
which it is to be managed. Preliminaries are satisfac- 
torily arranged, and Brucker comes. 

But trouble was in store. At the Synod held in Beth- 
lehem on January 27, 1747, Brucker reports that the 
church services and the school were poorly attended. One 
of the two wardens of the congregation, Herman Wall- 
born, has recently died. The election of his successor 
may involve disagreements. Further, another Lutheran 
minister, Kurtz 36 by name, an adherent of the Hallensian 
party, has put in an appearance, with the seeming inten- 
tion of stirring up schism. Now schism the Brethren 
desire to avoid at any price. Therefore it is resolved to 
return Brucker for a short time only. After his removal 
those of the Tulpehocken people who really desire to be 
identified with the Brethren, as did Wallborn — witness 
his naming in his will Spangenberg and Antes as the 
guardians of his children, and desiring that they be 
brought up in the Church — may find a welcome at the 
services of the neighboring congregation of Heidelberg. 

In February the trouble is intensified. Leonard Rieth, 
a member of the congregation dying, Kurtz is called in 
to keep his funeral. The church-warden, Caspar Rieth, 
who has charge of the key and the church-books, refuses 

36 John Nicholas Kurtz was one of the catechists sent by the fathers at 
Halle to assist Muhlenberg, and was welcomed by him in Pennsylvania on 
Jan. 26, 1745. As a catechist he served at Tulpehocken, Northkill and 
Lancaster. From 1748 to 1769 he served as pastor of " Christ Church " at 
Tulpehocken ; from 1769 to his death in 1794 pastor at York, Pa. 
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the use of the church for this purpose, suspecting some 
ulterior design. The sermon is accordingly preached 
in the open air, at the grave. Party spirit runs high. 
George Losch 37 is elected to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Wallborn. But one of the trustees, Frederick 
Schaffer, now sided with Kurtz, who denounced the 
Brethren as no true Lutherans, and therefore not entitled 
to serve the congregation in any capacity. Brucker re- 
signed and withdrew. In his absence Frederick Schaffer 
and his associates, having consulted with Justice Weisser, 
now the father-in-law of Muhlenberg, broke into the 
school-house, and taking possession, leased it to a tenant 
for 5 shillings per annum. Without having as yet seized 
the church, they appointed a set of trustees for them- 
selves and declared their intention of making a forcible 
entry if not soon surrendered. 

On March 17, Spangenberg, Christian Henry Rauch 
and Meurer, who have betaken themselves to Tulpe- 
hocken in the interests of this miserable affair, hold a 
consultation with the old Board of Trustees. Rules are 
agreed to respecting the occasions when and for whom 
the church shall be opened. 38 And so the matter stands. 
The place is pastorless, though Leonhard Schnell 39 does 
occasional ministerial service during the Summer. 

In September, when the Synod meets at Bethlehem, 
Caspar Rieth and George Losch and Michael Schaffer 
are present from Tulpehocken. It is decided not to sta- 
tion any Brother there. Neubert, 4 ° of Warwick, who is 

37 George Losch was born at Germsheim, near Worms, in 1699. Emi- 
grated to Schoharie in 1710. Removed to Tulpehocken, 1723. Removed 
to Gnadenthal 1767. Died at Nazareth 1790. 

38 This agreement bears the following signatures : Joseph Spangenberg, 
Christian Rauch, Caspar Rieth, Michael Schaffer, Michael Rieth, Gorg 
Lcesch, Jacob Schaffer, Peter + Schaffer, Johan Georg Schiffler. 

his mark. 

39 Leonhard Schnell. See Vol. 4 of the Transactions, p. 169. 
*° Daniel Neubert : see Vol. 4 of the Transactions, p. 173. 
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also in charge of Heidelberg, will keep occasional ser- 
vices in the vacant church. 

At the Synod of Quitopahilla, January 21-24, l 74&> 
Old Style, nine brethren and two sisters are present from 
Tulpehocken. It appears that Conrad Weisser has in- 
terfered at Muddy Creek, as well as at Tulpehocken. A 
formal report or brief of the Tulpehocken case is laid 
before the Synod. A letter from Caspar Rieth is pre- 
sented, under date of January 21, requesting that a min- 
ister be stationed. Michael Schaffer offers a home, in 
case a Brother is appointed, for church and school have 
now been taken from the people who are affiliated with 
the Moravians. The reply is that no one suitable can at 
present be found. 

When the Synod next meets, at Bethlehem, from June 
2 to 5, 1748, Old Style, George Losch reports that the 
opposite party, and especially Frederick Schaffer, demand 
the deed of the church, saying that if it is not surren- 
dered they will go to law. What does the Synod advise ? 
He further asks for the continuance of the labors of 
Abraham Biininger, 41 who seems to have been sent in the 
interval in accordance with the proposal of Michael 
Schaffer. The Synod declines to defend the possession 
of the property, since it is contrary to the principles of 
the Moravian Church to have recourse to the law, 
though the Brethren believe they have right on their 
side. Biininger's labors shall be continued ; he may 
keep school, and board around by turns among the fami 
lies who benefit from his services. 

41 Abraham Biininger (Biihninger, Bininger) born at Bulach, Canton 
Zurich, 1720, came to Bethlehem, Pa., from Purysburg, Beaufort Co., South 
Carolina, in February, 1742. Having served in the West Indies and at 
Tulpehocken, he itinerated in York Co., Pa., and succeeded Bruce at Pach- 
gatgoch in 1749. From 1753— 1755, he served at Meniolagomeka. He 
retired to Camden Valley, Washington Co.. New York, in 1770, and died 
there in March, 181 1. 
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This year, 1 748, with the visit of Bishop John de Wat- 
teville, and the introduction of the festival of the thir- 
teenth of November, saw the end of the efforts for an 
evangelical alliance amongst the German Protestants of 
Pennsylvania, and the distinctive establishment of the 
Brethren's Church as a denomination in the Colony. 
For those who during the preceding years had been 
vaguely identified with the Brethren, the test of final 
and complete adherence was participation in the cele- 
bration of the Lord's Supper in connection with the 
recognition of the Chief Eldership of the Lord Jesus over 
the Church. No mention occurs of such a celebration 
at Tulpehocken. Hence it is evident that the congrega- 
tion there, as such, now ceased to be considered as stand- 
ing in any special relationship to the Brethren's Unity. 
Individual members from Tulpehocken however partici- 
pated in the festival when celebrated at Heidelberg on 
November 24, 1748. 42 

No representative of theirs was present at the Synod 
held in Bethlehem on January 15, 1749, Old Style. But 
the Synod resolved that the work at Tulpehocken should 
continue to be prosecuted on the present basis — by whom 
we do not know ; no longer by Bianinger, for he reports 
at this time from York. Possibly the Hopfners 43 were 
now caring for the remnant which adhered to the Mora- 
vian Church, for at the Synod in Philadelphia, in August, 
they are said to have remained at Tulpehocken till May, 
when they returned to Bethlehem, since which time the 

42 The following members of the Tulpehocken congregation were received 
as members of the Moravian Church at this time of final division : George 
Losch and wife, Michael Schafer and wife, Caspar Rieth and wife, Michael 
Rieth and wife, and the widow Wallborn. 

* 3 John C. Hopfner was one of the Wetteravian division of the Second 
Sea Congregation, and was chosen one of the committee in charge during 
the voyage. Of the experiences of the voyagers he preserved an account 
in his journal. 
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itinerants and the pastors of neighboring congregations 
have rendered occasional services. The Neuberts, now 
of Heidelberg, are directed to make pastoral visits 
thither whenever these are desired. 

At the largely attended Synod of Warwick (Lititz) 
from November 9 to 12, Old Style, George Losch and 
his son Balthasar, with Caspar Rieth and Christopher 
Weisser are present ; but, so far as we have been able to 
discover, no mention is made of Tulpehocken. Appa- 
rently it ceases from this time to be considered as a unit 
in the work of the Church, the few members whose at- 
tachment still survives being regarded as members of the 
Heidelberg charge. Some, like George Losch, perhaps 
remove to more stirring centers of Moravian activity. 
And thus the "Confusion of Tulpehocken" reaches a 
placid if somewhat melancholy end. 



